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Born in Japan, live and work in Berlin, Germany since 2018.

She creates sculptures and site-specific installations using 
sculpture, sound, and video, both outdoors and indoors, based 
on research into a locale’s historical identity. The Great East 
Japan Earthquake in 2011 prompted her to explore the 
connections between place and memory, and she becames 
motivated by the concept of 'Ubiety,' a term that describes the 
sense of presence or beingness associated with a particular 
location or environment. This concept closely resembles the 
Japanese word ‘Shozai.’ In recent years, through her work, she 
aims to celebrate the essence of life and the environment 
surrounding us, while also raising questions about the actions of 
those who have shaped our world and its future.


Exhibitions of note from recent years include: “Unbändige Glanz 
“ (Körnerpark Galerie, Berlin, Germany 2024) ”Sound from the 
golden age" (Harris Gallery | University of La Verne, CA, USA  2021) 
“Stone will flow, leaves will sink” (Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, 
Germany 2019) “Rainy Alley” / “I’m here” (Setouchi International Art 
Festival, Kagawa, Japan 2010/2013) “Reading Museum“ (Tokyo 
National Museum, Tokyo, Japan 2001) and others. She has also 
created public art pieces in several locations around Japan. She was 
a recipient of a fellowship from the Asian Cultural Council in 
2012-2013 New York, USA, and Overseas Study Program for Artists 
Fellow, Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan in 
2018-2019 in Berlin.


http://www.kyocotaniyama.com
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Born in Japan, raised in Borneo, Malaysia until the age of four, and living and working in 

Berlin since 2018. Studied metal craft in the craft and industrial design in Musashino Art 

University in Tokyo, Japan. After graduation she worked for a metal factory and trained 

metalworking techniques. She began her artistic career around 2000. 


She is making sculptures and site-specific multimedia installations based on research into a 

locales historical identity. In her works, the concept of “Ubiety” - an archaic word used to 

describe the condition or quality of being in a place, of being located or situated - is 

omnipresent. Since 2020 she has been interested in sound and also produces sound 

sculptures. With her works, she attempts to celebrate life, humanity, and our environment 

while simultaneously raising questions about the behaviors of people that have shaped the 

modern environment and the future.


The exhibitions include: UM festival (Uckermark, 2023); Neuköllner Art Prize (Berlin, 2022), 

Harris Gallery | University La Verne (CA, USA, 2021), Künstlerhaus Bethanien (Berlin, 2019), Art 

Setouchi (Kagawa, 2010/2013), Tokyo National Museum (Tokyo, 2001). She has also 

participated in several public art projects and various artist-in residence programs in Japan.


EDUCATION (Tokyo/Japan)

April 1991- March 1994: Musashino Art University Bachelor 

April 1994- March1996: Musashino Art University Master


PREISE / STIPENDIUM

2022   Jakob Bengel- Stiftung x Hoch Schule Trier am Standort Idar-Oberstein AIR- 
Program / Germany

2022   Neu Start Kultur Module-D / Germany

2022   Neuköllner Kunstpreises 2022  2. Preis / Berlin, Germany

2022   Ogasawara Foundation / Japan

2021   Nomura Foundation / Japan

2019   Urbane Künste Ruhr / Germany 
2018   Gemeinschaft von Bunkacho Agency für kulturelle Angelegenheiten, Regierung von 
Japan

2012   Asian Cultural Council Fellowship Program


ARTIST-in-RESIDENCY

2022   Jakob Bengel- Stiftung x Hoch Schule Trier am Standort Idar-Oberstein AIR- 
Program / Germany 

2020   Field Kitchen Academy / Berlin, Germany 
2019   Urbane Künste Ruhr / Dortmund, Germany 
2018-19 Künstlerhaus Bethanien / Berlin, Germany 
2016   CBK Zuidoost BijlmAIR / Amsterdam, Holland

2012-13 Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Artist Residency SWING SPACE / New York, USA 

2011 HOTEL PUPIK 11 / Scheifling, Austria 


SOLO-EXHIBTION (selected)

2021  The journey of stones, mountain / Chrom VI, Idar-Oberstein, Germany

2021  ABOUT BORDER / DAILY INTERVENTION 04 / mobile art space, Berlin, Germany

2021  Sound from the golden age / University of La Verne Harris Gallery, La Verne CA, USA

2019  Stone will flow, leaves will sink / Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, Germany
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2016   Why Do You Find That Landscape Interesting? / Open Studio Program 68, Fuchu Art 
Museum, Tokyo, Japan 
2015   Tea Talks / Bradwolff Projects, Amsterdam, Holland 
2014   One’s Ubiety” / Utrecht/NOW IDeA, Tokyo, Japan 
2013   Pespective / PLAZA Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 
2012   Lat/Long Project - I’m here / BOKUTO MACHI MISE 2011 100 Days Project, Tokyo, 
Japan

2010   All things are changing day by day and always something happen in somewhere / 
Sakumotto, Tokyo, Japan

2006   Echo / void+, Tokyo

2004   Fragment” / αM project Gallery ASK?, Tokyo, Japan

2004   Crossing / inart gallery, Osaka, Japan

2000   Walking in the space / INAX Gallery, Tokyo, Japan


GROUP EXHIBITION (selected)

2024  VOID+STOCK / void+, Tokyo, Japan

2024  Unbändige Glanz / Körnerpark Galerie, Berlin, Germany

2024  Media Collage - Forced Rhythm / Liebig 12, Berlin, Germany

2023  UM Festival / Uckermark Berlin-Brandenburg, Germany

2023  On Air - Arbeiten aus der Idar-Obersteiner Artist in Residence-Kollektion  / Jakob 
Bengel Stiftung, Idar-Oberstein, Germany

2023  CO/LAB5 / TAM Torrance Art Museum, Los Angels, USA

2023  Europawochen 2023 / Stadtgalerie Wetzlar, Germany 

2022  About Place / University of La Verne Harris Gallery, CA, USA

2022  Neukölln Kunstpreis 2022 / Galerie im Saalbau, Berlin, Germany

2019  In Search of the Miraculous / Schaufenster, Berlin, Germany

2015  KACHOFUGETSU. Flowerbirdwindmoon/ Aena 1 Art Center, Los Angels, USA

2015  Beyond the Clouds / Echigo-Tsumari Satoyama Contemporary Art Museum, Niigata, 

Japan

2014  Meets Art / Hakone Open-Air Museum, Kanagawa, Japan

2014  Shinano-Omachi Food & Art Corridor / Nagano, Japan

2014  AOBA+ART 2014 Living Archive / Kanagawa, Japan

2013  Setouchi Art Festival 2013 / Kagawa, Japan

2013  ARCHIPELAGO / Westbeth Gallery, New York, USA

2011  HOTEL PUPIK 11 / Scheifling, Austria 

2010  Setouchi Art Triennale 2010 / Kagawa, Japan

2010  Dazzling, Garando / Tokyo University Art Museum, Tokyo, Japan

2009  Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale 2009 / Niigata. Japan

2008  AOBA+ART 2008 / Yokohama, Japan

2007  Attempt / MUSEUM HAUS KASUYA, Yokosuka, Japan

2006  Cool 4 / Gallery 360°, Tokyo, Japan

2005  ARCHITYPES / Canadian Embassy, Tokyo, Japan

2004  ARCHITYPES / Ivan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney, Australia

2004 ARCHITYPES / Charles H, Scott Gallery, Emily Carr Institute, Vancouver, Canada

2003  Another World Museum / Gallery Side 2, Tokyo, Japan

2001  Space Jack! / Yokohama Museum Art Gallery + Yokohama Port-side Gallery, 
Kanagawa, Japan

2001 Reading the Art Museum / Tokyo National Museum, Tokyo, Japan   


PUBLIC ART (selected)

2017 "In the near future" Eingang von Star-tram / Hiroshima, Japan 
2017 "The Forest of Brown-Hawk-Owl" Smile-Home 360 Hyuga city / Miyazaki, Japan 

2015   Wall sculptures at building entrances and in the canteen of the GLP Japan Inc. / 
Okayama, Japan 

2014   On the glass walls of each floor (1- 3 floor) Oosumi Kanoya Hospitals  / Kagoshima, 
Japan 




2013  Wall sculpture for the Kakegawa Fukuroi New Hospital, Waiting area of the paediatric 
outpatient clinic on the 2nd floor and corridor of the paediatric ward on the 4th floor / 
Shizuoka, Japan

2013   Entrance garden and glass corridor of KYORIN University Hospital / Tokyo


2012-2013  “Ice World” Art Link 2012 Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse / Kanagawa, Japan


2012.  “I’m here.” Public swimming pool of Takamatsu city ART SETOUCHI Collection / 

Kagawa, Japan


2011  “Everyone’s Forest” at Takatsuki Rehabilitation Hospital children's Ward / Osaka, Japan


2007   4 Cultures for the entrance of condominiums BRANZ AKASAKA / Tokyo


2005   “Everyone’s Forest” at Kansai Medical University Hirakata Hospital children's ward / 

Osaka, Japan


2004   7 sculptures for the railway station building HABIS ENT promenades / Osaka, Japan


2004   “Trees” at Shuwa Hospital  / Saitama, Japan


TEACHING

2023   Kinki University, Special lecture / Osaka, Japan

2022   Kinki University, Special lecture / Osaka, Japan

2022   HOCH SCHULE TRIER campus Idar-Oberstein / Idar-Oberstein, Germany

2021   Asagaya College of Art and Design, Special lecture “Art and Society“/ Tokyo, Japan

2020   Asagaya College of Art and Design, Special lecture “Art and Society“/ Tokyo, Japan

2017   Wako University, Special lecture / Tokyo, Japan

2016   Nagaoka University of Art and Design, Special lecture / Niigata, Japan

2014   Tokyo Zokei University, Special lecture / Tokyo, Japan

2007-2016   Asagaya College of Art and Design, Image Creation Department, Lecturer / 
Tokyo, Japan

2004   Kanazawa College of Art, Department of Sculpture, Special lecture / Toyama, Japan



